
Right to dignity, respect 
and nondiscrimination

Right not to be put at risk

Right to privacy

Empowerment

Right to be considered and heard

Make, don’t take pictures

Right to make an informed 
decision

Right to one’s own image

PRODUCTION STORAGE USE

Respectful and 
fair interaction 

with those 
photographed 

or filmed

Risk 
assessment

Informed 
consent

Involvement of 
those depicted 

in image 
creation

Fair 
representation

Continuous risk 
assessment in 

critical contexts

Does the image and its 
production contribute 

to the empowerment of 
those depicted and their 

communities?

Balanced 
portrayal 
of diverse 
realities?

Information 
about purpose 
and context of 

image use

Possibility 
to withdraw 

consent

Show media 
outlets to those 

depicted

People Pictured – «The ones who contribute the image»

Right to dignity and 
nondiscrimination

Principles

Do no harm Environment
Dignity and 

nondiscrimination
Transparency and

accountability
Agency, Resilience, 

Empowerment
Data protection

Right to one’s own image

Data protection

Transparency and 
accountability

Right to information

Right to rectification

Right to erasure

Right to restrict data processing

Data Security

PRODUCTION STORAGE USE

Accurate 
briefing (that 
respects the 

rights of those 
photographed)

To mitigate 
risks: risk 

assessment

Adequate 
infrastructure

Protection 
measures

Reduce Co2 
emissions

Sensitize 
stakeholders

Convey 
adequate and 

truthful images

Strengthening 
individuals and 
communities

Adequate  
data handling

Risk 
assessment

Compliant with 
the GDPR and 

respective 
national data 

protection laws

Secure 
transmission 
and storage  

of data

Limit the 
storage and 
use of visual 
material to 

max. four years

Options 
for viewing 
metadata  
on request

Consent 
of images 
verifiable

Integrity and 
confidentiality

Gather 
 metadata for 
contextualiza-

tion

Does the image 
preserve the 

dignity of those 
depicted?

Does the image 
contribute to 

fair repre-
sentational 
 practices?

Use context 
information 
adequatelly

Do not 
manipulate the 
visual material 

at hand

Involve all 
stakeholders in 
the production 

of visual 
material

Informed
consent

Why is the 
picture taken

What is the 
picture used for

Keep 
postproduction 

image 
manipulations 
to a minimum

Possibility of 
withdrawal

Tell 
contextualized 

stories

If the 
circumstances 

of those 
pictured have 

changed: state 
it in the stories

Clients – «The ones who use the image»

Fair working conditions

Right not to be put at risk

Right to be considered  
and heard

Contextualization

PRODUCTION STORAGE USE

Fair pay

No image is 
worth a life

Diverse 
representation 

of visual 
storytellers: 
include local 

visual creators

Who, what, 
where, when 

and why: 
explain context

Ensure 
metadata as 
described in 

data protection 
regulations

Collect as 
much data 

as necessary, 
yet as little as 

possible

Retaining the 
intellectual 
property

Adequate 
ressources  
(e.g. time)

Clear roles
Ownership and 

flexibility in 
storytelling

Visual Creators – «The ones who make the image»

Transparent process

Transparent context

Accountability

Right not to be deceived

Right to information

Right to healthy environment

PRODUCTION STORAGE USE

Transparent 
and traceable 

image 
production 

throughout the 
whole process

Reduction of 
CO2 emissions 

in the 
production of 

images

Adequate 
context 

information

Access to 
accurate and 

diverse images 
and stories

Due dilligence

Public – «The ones who consume the image»

Spitalgasse 28 | CH-3011 Bern | info@fairpicture.org fairpicture

WHAT IS A FAIR PICTURE?

«If I were the subject of this picture, would I
want to see it published?»

A fair picture does justice to everyone:
the visual creators, the people depicted,
the public and the mission of the clients

Working with local visual creators makes
all of this easier


